It is a privilege to introduce Thomas Albert Perfetti as the 15 th recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award of the Tobacco Science Research Conference. Tobacco science is a critically important area of scientific endeavor given tobacco's historical role, economic impact, international ubiquity, and relevance to public health. Through this award, the TSRC has done a tremendous job of recognizing outstanding scientists that have contributed much to our understanding of the agronomy, processing, and production of tobacco, formation and composition of tobacco smoke, analytical chemistry, and the biological implications of tobacco and tobacco smoke chemistry. Tobacco science has profited greatly from partnerships among its outstanding scientists. When one thinks of tobacco science research teams, Alan Rodgman and Tom Perfetti quickly come to mind. It is fitting that Tom Perfetti now joins Alan Rodgman as a recipient of the TSRC Lifetime Achievement Award.
Tom Perfetti is an extremely hard worker, and is descended from a line of extremely hard workers. In 1913, Tom's grandfather Alberto (Albert) Perfetti left tiny Scerne in the Abruzzi region of Italy on the Adriatic Sea coast. Alberto (Albert) Perfetti arrived at the port of entry in Galveston, Texas on November 2. Alberto Perfetti had an inside and outside trade -master shoemaker and carpenter. As a teenager, Alberto was apprenticed to a master shoemaker, although the concept of a teenager wasn't recognized during that time period. Tom's great-grandmother paid the master shoemaker for this training. During the several years prior to Alberto mastering the craft of shoemaking, the master shoemaker punished his pupils by biting them on the head for insufficient performance. Many of us first became aware of Tom Perfetti's work through his efforts in the areas of nicotine and menthol chemistry, and innovation. In addition to his contributions as a researcher, in his role as a Principal Scientist, Tom also worked with R.J. Reynolds-Nabisco and R.J. Reynolds International on corporate program development and program management issues. Among the many hats Tom wore at RJR were those of patent acquisition and patent application liaison, and consultant on scientific aspects of litigation. Although much of his career was spent at the laboratory bench, Tom also served as the manager of several divisions. In addition to his contributions at RJR, Tom served as a reviewer for Tobacco Science, the Journal of Food and Chemical Toxicology, and Beiträge zur Tabakforschung International. He served on several Tobacco Chemists' Research Conference committees and contributed to two of its symposia in 1987 and 1993, chairing the 1993 symposium. Tom is a long-time member of the American Chemical Society, and has contributed to ACS in a variety of capacities. He has served as assistant historian to the Division of the History of Chemistry. He is a member and Fellow of the American Institute of Chemists and is a Certified Professional Chemist. Tom was a co-founder and pastpresident of the North Carolina Chromatography Discussion Group and former chairman of the Education Committee of the Central North Carolina Section of the ACS. Over the last 40 years Tom has made over 60 scientific presentations, and his aforementioned 49 published peerreviewed papers span the areas of biochemistry, tobacco and smoke chemistry, sensory perception, mathematics, toxicology, and innovation. During his career at RJR, he prepared more than 250 formal company research reports. He has authored or co-authored three book chapters, and developed and presented five courses in the areas of cigarette design and innovation. 
